Minutes of the 2006
Annual General Meeting 

of the International Association 

of Specialized Kinesiologists (IASK)

Kirchzarten, Germany

Thursday, September 14th, 2006

Present: Board members : Birgitta Birath, Annemarie Goldschmidt, Birgit Nielsen, Nicolette Peyre, Sylviane Vrillonneau and 27 participants.

Excused:  Board members : Verônica Affonso, Kathie Guhl, Diego Vellam. 

1 - Welcome by the President

Nicolette Peyre opened the meeting at 19.45 and welcomed the members present.  She thanked the International Kinesiology College for invting IASK to have our Annual General Meeting (AGM) at their conference as well as AIK, the Conference organizers. Synergies are possible and are better than indifference or fighting.

2 - Proclaimation of Chairperson

Annemarie Goldschmidt was proclaimed Chairperson of the AGM. Presentation of the participants and nationalities : Denmark, France, Belgium, USA, Swiss, Germany, Italy, Sweden. The chairperson suggested that each participant share what’s happening in their respective countries under Miscellaneous. Everybody approved the agenda.

3 - Proclaimation of Recording Secretary

Birgit Nielsen was proclaimed Recording Secretary for the AGM.

4 - Approval of the Minutes of the 2005 Copenhagen AGM

The minutes from the AGM held in Copenhagen in 2005 were unanimously approved.
5 - President’s report

Nicolette recalled that the conference in Copenhagen was a big success. The IASK format with only a few speakers and where everybody can network and have their say throughout the Conference (Country reports, IASK-forums or through sharing ideas), worked out very well. 

We had a very good board meeting in Paris in January. Although board members pay all their own expenses, everyone came including our members from the USA and from Brazil. A great brain storming session ended with an enlarged vision as to what IASK can bring its members. Kathie Guhl, said that EnKA, the American association, has developed a class on Ethics that could be made available to associations and teachers around the world and be presented at the IASK Paris Conference in May 2007. Annemarie Goldschmidt has participated in several research projects and in a seminar about the setting up of scientific protocols adapted to Complementary and Alternative Medicines. She will offer a workshop on that topic to help kinesiologists around the world to work in research projects together with scientists. Birgit Nielsen has been working closely with teachers and will develop in time a workshop on teaching skills adapted to kinesiologists.

We are working at a better way of paying the dues. We hope that it will be possible to pay directly on the website with credit card.

The next IASK Conference will take place in Paris from May 25th to May 28th 2007. The TFH Newsletter, e-Touch, announces that we are in Utah in June 2007. We might participate but this is not an IASK Conference. However, synergies are possible and are far more positive than indifference or fighting. An American participant, Ann Mc Ferron stressed that we are much stronger when we are united. 

We have a new website and it is faster than before. Birgit will talk about it under item 7 on the agenda. We need to flesh it out. One of the goals of IASK is to give everyone access to a big database of standards of training, accreditation criteria and accredited courses adopted at the national and regional levels. All associations are encouraged to send them to us to be posted on the website. The American association has now voted standards that are similar to those of Australia and Canada, and all 3 countries are going to automatically recognize what has been accredited by the other 2. It would be great if that could be extended worldwide. Annemarie Goldschmidt explains that, in Denmark, the Government has accredited some associations which are entitled to register people working in the CAM field as professionals. 

6 – Financial report

The accounts for the Conference in Denmark were partly in Euros, partly in Danish crowns and that has made things very difficult for the treasurer. 

Shanti Duree  (USA) and Heidi Hock (Gemany) have checked the accounts and given the all clear. We still have to send some Newsletters and all certificates and receipts by snail-mail which is costly. However costs are kept very low and a lot is done by Board members, especially the treasurer. 

53 members have paid their dues so far. A lot of colleagues share the ideals of IASK. However, they tend to become members when they can pay straight away and then not renew because it is difficult to pay their dues at present. The banking system is improving and we will soon have an answer as to whether IASK can take credit cards.

There is ........... € in cash and .............€ in the bank account. We have already paid a fair amount to book the conference space for next year.

The AGM approved the accounts.

7- Website:

Birgit  explained the new website to the members present. We have now added Country buttons for each country to post their criteria and standards and legislation and accredited courses. We need associations to send the corresponding information ! 

Each member can be registered on the directory. They need to fill in the form that they can download from the website : www.iask.org
They can also send a word document with more information about themselves and their schedules for instance.

8 – Dues

The Board decided to set the dues for Associate members at 100 euros. 

The President of the German Association DGAK, Klaus Wienert, raised the question of membership through associations. Ann Mc Feron suggested that dues could be minimal then (5 $ for instance) and that it would be a first step towards raising the consciousness of American kinesiologists as to the importance of belonging to a worldwide association. The Board is reluctant to come back to ’indirect’ membership although they recognize the need for more cooperation with associations to reach members. The Board is going to study the matter in more depth.

This point gave rise to a general discussion on the definition of kinesiology and kinesiologist. Nicolette read the definitions in the Bylaws. Klaus Wienert asked “What is ‘precision muscle-testing’ ? Also, we need definitions not limitations.” Richard Duree suggested we all have a look at the standards developed by our colleagues in Spain to be recognized by the Government of Catalonia. But people do things differently in different countries and it is difficult to make worldwide standards for anything. That discussion was taken up somewhat at the end of the AGM.      
9 - Date and place of the next Conference and AGM

The next Conference will take place From May 25th to May 28th 2007  in France.

The next AGM will take place on Saturday 26th of May 2007 from 15h45 to 18h15. 

The Conference will follow the Copenhagen format. Few speakers and a lot of time for sharing news and forums. 

The Gala dinner on Sunday night will be a ONCE in a LIFETIME opportunity ! We will visit and then have a gastronomic dinner in one of the most beautiful castle in the world lit by 2000 candles. The venue itself is comfortable with no superfluous luxury which makes it possible to have an early bird price at 590 euros, everything included. Register early if you want to see the Château de Vaux –le-Vicomte.

10 – Miscellaneous

· Birgitta Birath suggested we find a logo to represent kinesiology worldwide. Please send your drawings, sketches or other ideas to info@iask.org. She also announced that the Scandinavian network started at the last IASK conference in Denmark was becoming a Nordic network now that Finland has joined Denmark, Sweden and Norway. They will have a website where classes organized in all 4 countries can be advertised together.
· The AGM ended with a ‘tour de table’ where everybody who so wished could say something. All participants said they enjoyed the atmosphere and the feeling of freedom and equality reflected by the exchanges during the AGM. Most underlined the need for more sharing and for supporting IASK as a forum for like-minded practitioners of kinesiology.
Reporting Secretaries : Birgit Nielsen and Nicolette Peyre







